
E-BLAST FOR THE CITY OF NORTH OAKS—8/5/2022                                       
 
IMPORTANT UPDATES 
 
City Hall and NOHOA Phone outage 
Due to technical issues, City Hall, NOHOA as well as several other surrounding City offices supported 
through the same carrier have had no phone service since Wednesday. Lumen, the cable provider, is 
working to repair the fiber cut and restore full service as soon as possible.  Please email any questions or 
permit applications to northoaks@northoaksmn.gov or stop in City Hall. City Hall hours are 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. Monday – Thursday, 9 a.m. - Noon on Friday’s. 
 
Reminder: 2022 Primary Election – Next Tuesday, August 9th 
This year, the primary election is Tuesday, August 9th.  To vote in-person on election day, all residents of 
North Oaks (both Precinct 1 and 2) vote at North Oaks City Hall at 100 Village Center Drive, Suite 150, 
North Oaks, MN 55127. Hours for voting are 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  To help prepare to vote:  
 

• Preview and research “What’s on my ballot”.  
 

• Check your registration here: Minnesota Secretary Of State - Register To Vote.  
 

• If you need to register ON election day, you will need to bring proof of identification and 
residency.  Click HERE for a full list of acceptable documents.  

 
For more information and results after election day, visit Elections & Voting | City of North Oaks, MN 
(northoaksmn.gov) 
 
Candidate Filing period OPEN for North Oaks City Councilmember and Mayor seats 
All candidates interested in running for one of the 2 Council member seats, or the Mayor seat must 
officially file before Tuesday, August 16th. No applications will be accepted after this deadline. City 
Council seats are a 4-year term, the Mayor seat is a 2-year term.  Stop by the City office between 9 – 4 
p.m. Monday – Thursday, or Friday 9 – Noon to pick up a filing packet and submit the $2 fee.   
 
Natural Resource Commission and City Council Meetings Next week 
There will be a Natural Resource Commission meeting on Monday, August 8th held via zoom.  
 
There will also be a City Council workshop on Thursday, August 11th to consider the future of North Oaks 
policing, followed by the regularly scheduled 7 p.m. monthly City council meeting.  The City Council 
meeting will be in Council Chambers, with participation by zoom available. 
 
The meeting agenda packet and zoom links for all City meetings can be found on the City website no 
later than 72 hours prior to each meeting. Select the respective meeting entry on the City meeting 
calendar.  
 
Night to Unite Events 
Thanks to those who hosted or participated in the Night to Unite events on Tuesday, August 2nd! 
Remember to send your picture to City Hall at northoaks@northoaksmn.gov to share community spirit 
via our Facebook page.  
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Special thanks to the Lake Johanna Fire Department for their participation in the event. Unfortunately, 
Ramsey County Sheriff’s personnel were not able to attend events on the night of the event due to the 
loss of one of their patrol deputies. The City sends its condolences to the Sheriff’s Office personnel on 
this tragic loss.  
 
If your neighborhood collected school supplies for the Ramsey County Sherriff’s Office school supply 
drive, they ask that you help them in the collection effort in one of the following ways: 

1. Drop the collected supplies off at the Patrol Station, 1411 Paul Kirkwold Drive, Arden Hills, MN 
55112 (near the intersection of Highway 96 West and Hamline Avenue North) during lobby 
hours, Mon-Fri, 8am-4pm.   

2. If the amount is more than you’re comfortable transporting, please connect with the Crime 
Prevention Unit starting Wednesday Aug. 3 to arrange pick-up by Sheriff personnel. Email: 
CrimePrevention@ramseycounty.us or phone: 651-266-7339. 

 
COMMUNITY 
 
Ralph Reeder Good Neighbor Back to School Project 
 
Ralph Reeder Food Shelf is accepting donations for school supplies for the 2022-2023 school year. Some 
of the most needed items include: 

• Large Sturdy Backpacks 
• Spiral Wide Lined Notebooks 
• Pocket Folders 
• Pencils 
• Washable Markers in Primary Colors 
• $10.00 Target Gift Cards 

Donations are needed by Friday, August 12, 2022. For more information on how to donate, visit Ralph 
Reeder Food Shelf / School Supplies (moundsviewschools.org) 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES  
 
Facebook Livestream Workshop: Caring for your Pollinator Garden 
 
Metro Blooms is hosting a Facebook Livestream workshop on caring for Pollinator Gardens. Landscape 
designer Jen Ehlert to go over mid-summer maintenance for your pollinator garden. She'll be live onsite 
at a pollinator garden in Corcoran, showing us common weeds and how to get rid of them. They will 
have a Q+A to answer questions live as well.  
 
The event will take place on Thursday, August 11 from 12-1 p.m. For more information, visit Livestream 
Maintenance Training: Caring for your Pollinator Garden | Facebook 
 
REMINDERS – IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 
 
Conditional Use Permit – 1 South Deep Lake Road 
 
As part of the August 25th Planning Commission meeting, a Conditional Use permit application for garage 
space in excess of 1,500 square feet at 1 South Deep Lake Road will be reviewed. Neighbors within 300 
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feet of the address will be notified via mail 10 days prior to the meeting, and materials for review will be 
available on the City website 72 hours prior to the meeting. Feedback on applications before Planning 
Commission is always welcomed. Email City Administrator Kevin Kress at kkress@northoaksmn.gov. 
 
Septic Pumping Reminders 
City staff is busy sending out reminders for those homes with their bi-annual septic pumping due 
through October 2022.  For convenience, the letter includes the name of the previous pumper at your 
property, however you are welcome to choose any licensed septic pumper. A list of those frequently in 
North Oaks can be found HERE.  
 
If you have already had your system pumped this summer, but received a reminder notice – you can 
disregard the letter. The septic pumpers send the City reports in large batches, and it is likely the City is 
just waiting to receive it. If there are any questions regarding your due date, or who pumped your 
system last, contact City Hall at 651-792-7750. 
 
League of Women Voters – Candidate Forums 
For those who may be thinking of running for a City office, save the dates for the planned Candidate 
forums hosted by the League of Women Voter’s of White Bear Lake.  Residents will also have the 
opportunity to submit questions to be asked prior to the event, as well as re-watch the forum after the 
event occurs. More details to come. Candidates considering running for office can pick up an application 
at the City office, to be returned during the August 2nd – 16th, 2022 filing period.  (*See “reminders” 
section below). 
 
Historical Society Farm Fest – Save the date 
Save the date for the annual Farm Fest scheduled for Sunday, September 11, 2022 from 3 – 7 p.m. at the 
James J. Hill Farm located at 35 Hill Farm Circle.  This great community event is hosted by the Hill Farm 
Historical society. Send an email to denise.k.fleming@comcast.net to volunteer – help is needed in many 
areas. 
 
Jumping Worms 
Check out the article on invasive jumping worms on page 2B of the August issue of the North Oaks News 
now in mailboxes.  This Natural Resource Commission article presents information on how to identify 
invasive jumping worms, their negative impact, and tips to prevent it from spreading.  
 
Historical City Eblast Communications 
Just a reminder that all former City of North Oaks Eblasts can be accessed at any time on the City 
Website under City Hall Weekly Town News. 
 
UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS 
Access to participate in public meetings via remote zoom is still available at this time. Final materials and 
links for meetings can be found on the City of North Oaks website no later than 72 hours prior to each 
meeting at http://www.northoaksmn.gov. Click on the calendar entry for each meeting to access 
agendas, links to view via Nine North, or to participate via zoom. 
 
The community may also watch via the City website or Cable Channel 16 for City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings. Minutes will be taken and published for Natural Resource Commission meetings, 
with a link to re-watch the meeting posted on the website calendar following each meeting. 
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• Natural Resource Commission – Monday, August 8th at 6:00 p.m.  
• City Council Workshop – Thursday, August 11th at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting – Thursday, August 11th at 7:00 p.m.  
• Planning Commission – Thursday, August 25th at 7:00 p.m.  

 
A complete list of options for participation and submitting comments can be found here. 
 
City of North Oaks—Office Hours 
Monday–Thursday: 9:00 – 4:00 p.m., Friday: 9:00 - 12 p.m. 
City Email:  northoaks@northoaksmn.gov, Phone: 651-792-7750 
 
For your convenience, permit and license applications and other business can be submitted to 
northoaks@northoaksmn.gov and processed remotely without the need to make a trip into the office. 
Contact the City with any questions. 
 
** Connect with us!  “Follow” the City of North Oaks Facebook page for the most current City updates.  
 
 
E-BLAST FOR THE CITY OF NORTH OAKS—8/12/2022                                       
 
IMPORTANT UPDATES 
 
Natural Resources Commission Meeting 
Highlights from the Monday, August 8, 2022 Natural Resources Commission meeting: 

• The Commission discussed staffing an NRC booth at the Hill Farm Fest on Sunday, September 
11th from 3 – 7 p.m.  

• Discussion took place regarding the upcoming Perseid Meteor Shower. 
• Discussed White Bear Lake water conservation lawsuit.  

 
The recording of the Zoom meeting can be viewed HERE. 
 
City Council Workshop Highlights from August 11, 2022 Meeting 

• City Council discussed the current state of policing in North Oaks and the Ramsey County 
Sherriff Contract which expires in December 2024.  

• Discussed possibility of any adjustments that the City may desire going forward, or 
consideration of other options that may be more tailored to North Oaks needs.  

• Ramsey County Deputy provided valuable input on additional considerations such as; range of 
services available, importance of response time, proximity of Ramsey County Sherriff to our 
community, investigative and administrative support.  

• Discussions will continue into the best future use of policing funds. 
 
City Council Highlights from the August 11, 2022 Regular City Council meeting 

• Resident spoke to request City provide information on how much funding has been spent 
discussing the Comp Plan amendment request for 15/17 North Deep Lake Road. 

• Officer Lee encouraged residents to keeps car and home doors locked to minimize crimes of 
opportunity. Solicitors have frequently been reported in the community this week. She asks 
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residents note the color of car, license plate, description of persons when reporting soliciting, to 
assist in finding the parties.   

• The Resolution to deny a Comp Plan amendment request for 15/17 North Deep Lake Road was 
approved by a 3-2 vote. Shah and Dujmovic opposed. 

• Discussion took place regarding potential traffic calming measures and location of higher 
priority areas. Councilor Dujmovic noted there are some measures than can be used in different 
pull together the costs options by next council meeting, for potential inclusion in the 2023 
budget. 

• The proposed 2023 budget was reviewed with the goal of keeping the tax rate the same. 
Preliminary budgets must be submitted by September 30, 2022. 

• Parental leave policy for City staff was reviewed and unanimously approved. There was no prior 
policy in place.  

• Administrator Kress requested City Council asked Councilors to advise who may wish to 
participate in a City table at Farm Fest table on September 11th from 3-7 p.m., or a City table at 
the NOHOA new member event on Sunday, August 21st at the Golf Club. 

• Watson suggested we start publicizing any 2023 openings for Natural Resource Commission and 
Planning Commission early, to allow time for residents to think about applying. Representatives 
from Council and NRC participated in discussions with White Bear Township on securing and 
retaining joint powers agreement to continue water services ongoing into the future. 

• Hara mentioned there is a Phase 3 Lyme disease vaccine trials underway that could be 
promising.  

• Dujmovic noted there has been a positive impact with the 2 radar speed signs in the community. 
There were 63 traffic stops with 58 citations last month, many on Highway 96, as part of a 
statewide speed crackdown initiative.  

• Administrator Kress asked for feedback from Council on whether there is desire to make 
improvements to the Council Chambers as part of renewal of Lease contracts. Suggested to 
possibly embrace photography of local artists. Options will be brought back to Council at the 
September meeting.  

 
The full meeting can be viewed HERE.  
 
Filing period OPEN for North Oaks City Councilmember and Mayor seats 
All candidates interested in running for one of the 2 Council member seats, or the Mayor seat must 
officially file on Tuesday, August 16th. No applications will be accepted after this deadline. City Council 
seats are a 4-year term, the Mayor seat is a 2-year term.   
 
Stop by the City office between 9 – 4 p.m. Monday – Thursday, or Friday 9 – Noon to pick up a filing 
packet and submit the $2 fee.  Call City Administrator Kevin Kress at 651-792-7750 with any questions 
regarding the various positions. 
 
COMMUNITY 
 
Primary Election Results 
Thanks to all the residents who came out to vote in the Primary Election on Tuesday, August 9th.  On the 
ballot were candidates for the offices of: Governor & Lt. Governor, Congressional District #4, Attorney 
General, Secretary of State. The full election results can be found on the Minnesota Secretary of State 
website. 
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Replacement Keys for Locking Mailboxes 
If you ordered a locking mailbox through the City and need replacement keys, or would like to order 
spare keys, these can be purchased through the mailbox company. For information on how to do so, 
visit Replacement Keys Archives - Mailboss. 
 
REMINDERS – IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 
 
Septic Pumping Reminders 
City staff is busy sending out reminders for those homes with their bi-annual septic pumping due 
through October 2022.  For convenience, the letter includes the name of the previous pumper at your 
property, however you are welcome to choose any licensed septic pumper. A list of those frequently in 
North Oaks can be found HERE.  
 
If you have already had your system pumped this summer, but received a reminder notice – you can 
disregard the letter. The septic pumpers send the City reports in large batches, and it is likely the City is 
just waiting to receive it. If there are any questions regarding your due date, or who pumped your 
system last, contact City Hall at 651-792-7750. 
 
League of Women Voters – Candidate Forums 
For those who may be thinking of running for a City office, save the dates for the planned Candidate 
forums hosted by the League of Women Voter’s of White Bear Lake.  Residents will also have the 
opportunity to submit questions to be asked prior to the event, as well as re-watch the forum after the 
event occurs. More details to come. Candidates considering running for office can pick up an application 
at the City office, to be returned during the August 2nd – 16th, 2022 filing period.  (*See “reminders” 
section below). 
 
Historical Society Farm Fest – Save the date 
Save the date for the annual Farm Fest scheduled for Sunday, September 11, 2022 from 3 – 7 p.m. at the 
James J. Hill Farm located at 35 Hill Farm Circle.  This great community event is hosted by the Hill Farm 
Historical society. Send an email to denise.k.fleming@comcast.net to volunteer – help is needed in many 
areas. 
 
Historical City Eblast Communications 
Just a reminder that all former City of North Oaks Eblasts can be accessed at any time on the City 
Website under City Hall Weekly Town News. 
 
UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS 
Access to participate in public meetings via remote zoom is still available at this time. Final materials and 
links for meetings can be found on the City of North Oaks website no later than 72 hours prior to each 
meeting at http://www.northoaksmn.gov. Click on the calendar entry for each meeting to access 
agendas, links to view via Nine North, or to participate via zoom. 
 
The community may also watch via the City website or Cable Channel 16 for City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings. Minutes will be taken and published for Natural Resource Commission meetings, 
with a link to re-watch the meeting posted on the website calendar following each meeting. 
 

• Planning Commission – Thursday, August 25th at 7:00 p.m.  
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• Natural Resources Commission – Monday, September 12th at 6:00 p.m. 
• City Council Meeting – Thursday, September 8th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
A complete list of options for participation and submitting comments can be found here. 
 
City of North Oaks—Office Hours 
Monday–Thursday: 9:00 – 4:00 p.m., Friday: 9:00 - 12 p.m. 
City Email:  northoaks@northoaksmn.gov, Phone: 651-792-7750 
 
For your convenience, permit and license applications and other business can be submitted to 
northoaks@northoaksmn.gov and processed remotely without the need to make a trip into the office. 
Contact the City with any questions. 
 
** Connect with us!  “Follow” the City of North Oaks Facebook page for the most current City updates.  
 
 
E-BLAST FOR THE CITY OF NORTH OAKS—8/19/2022                                       
 
IMPORTANT UPDATES 
 
City of North Oaks Candidates for 2022 Election  
The following individuals have filed affidavits of candidacy for a City of North Oaks office for the General 
election November 4th (in alphabetical order) 
Mayor: 
Kara Ries  
Krista Wolter 
 
Council: 
Mark Azman 
Rich Dujmovic 
Grover Sayre  
John Schuman 
 
Applicants will be invited to participate in White Bear Lake League of Women’s Voter candidate forums. 
The dates of the forums and link to submit questions for the candidates can be found HERE. The 
candidate forums will be recorded, and viewing link posted following the session.  
 
Election Judges 
Serve the community and promote the democratic process! Election judges’ staff local polling places for 
the primary and general election as well as during early voting. You can earn money, meet your 
neighbors and help ensure that elections are administered in a fair manner. Refer to the Ramsey County 
Election Judge website for complete details and how to apply. 
 
Openings: North Oaks Planning Commission and Natural Resources Commission  
The City of North Oaks is now accepting applications for Planning Commission for 3-year terms to begin 
in January 2023. The Planning Commission is responsible for reviewing the City’s Comprehensive Plan, 
conditional use permits (CUP), variances and development related submissions. Upon review the 
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commission makes recommendations to the City Council. The North Oaks Planning Commission meets 
the fourth Thursday of each month.  
 
The City of North Oaks is also accepting applications to the Natural Resources Commission. This body is 
advisory to the City Council and meets once a month on the second Monday of the month. The 
Commission evaluates Conservation Award applications along with developing and educating residents 
on best practices for the City’s natural resources.  
 
Residents interested in serving on either Commission should review the appointment policy and submit 
the Board Application form to City Administrator Kevin Kress at North Oaks City Hall, 100 Village Center 
Drive, Suite 230, North Oaks, MN 55127, or email it to kkress@northoaksmn.gov. Applications will be 
accepted until all positions are filled. Call City Hall at 651-792-7750 with any questions. 
 
COMMUNITY 
 
Farm Fest needs volunteers: There’s still time! 
Volunteers make Farm Fest happen. Help make this year’s event a great success by donating a little of 
your time supervising the kids’ games. Adults and teens are needed to oversee musical chairs, 
horseshoes, egg and spoon races, bingo, and a ping-pong game called Feed the Pigs: you’ll have as much 
fun as the kids! 
Sign up online at: signupgenius.com/go/10c0949ada62ea1fd0-farm1 or contact Gretchen Needham at 
gneedham@gmail.com. 
Thank you for participating! See you at Farm Fest on Sunday, September 11!  
 
City Table at New Resident Event – Sunday 8/21 
For those attending the new resident event hosted by the North Oaks Homeowners Association on 
Sunday, stop by the City of North Oaks table from 3-5 p.m. to sign up for City eblasts and ask questions. 
We look forward to meeting you!  
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Reminder: Tick Survey is Ongoing 
Have you had encountered a tick recently, or been diagnosed with a tick-borne illness? Remember to 
report your experience via the Natural Resource Commission/Tick Task Force Survey.  
The survey takes less than 5 minutes to complete, and answers are anonymous. Please take a minute to 
complete the survey, and update it in the future whenever a new incident occurs. North Oaks Natural 
Resources Commission & Tick Task Force Survey (surveymonkey.com) 
 
REMINDERS – IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 
 
Natural Resources Commission Meeting 
Highlights from the Monday, August 8, 2022 Natural Resources Commission meeting: 

• The Commission discussed staffing an NRC booth at the Hill Farm Fest on Sunday, September 
11th from 3 – 7 p.m.  

• Discussion took place regarding the upcoming Perseid Meteor Shower. 
• Discussed White Bear Lake water conservation lawsuit.  

 
The recording of the Zoom meeting can be viewed HERE. 
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City Council Workshop Highlights from August 11, 2022 Meeting 

• City Council discussed the current state of policing in North Oaks and the Ramsey County 
Sherriff Contract which expires in December 2024.  

• Discussed possibility of any adjustments that the City may desire going forward, or 
consideration of other options that may be more tailored to North Oaks needs.  

• Ramsey County Deputy provided valuable input on additional considerations such as; range of 
services available, importance of response time, proximity of Ramsey County Sherriff to our 
community, investigative and administrative support.  

• Discussions will continue into the best future use of policing funds. 
 
City Council Highlights from the August 11, 2022 Regular City Council meeting 

• Resident spoke to request City provide information on how much funding has been spent 
discussing the Comp Plan amendment request for 15/17 North Deep Lake Road. 

• Officer Lee encouraged residents to keeps car and home doors locked to minimize crimes of 
opportunity. Solicitors have frequently been reported in the community this week. She asks 
residents note the color of car, license plate, description of persons when reporting soliciting, to 
assist in finding the parties.   

• The Resolution to deny a Comp Plan amendment request for 15/17 North Deep Lake Road was 
approved by a 3-2 vote. Shah and Dujmovic opposed. 

• Discussion took place regarding potential traffic calming measures and location of higher 
priority areas. Councilor Dujmovic noted there are some measures than can be used in different 
pull together the costs options by next council meeting, for potential inclusion in the 2023 
budget. 

• The proposed 2023 budget was reviewed with the goal of keeping the tax rate the same. 
Preliminary budgets must be submitted by September 30, 2022. 

• Parental leave policy for City staff was reviewed and unanimously approved. There was no prior 
policy in place.  

• Administrator Kress requested City Council asked Councilors to advise who may wish to 
participate in a City table at Farm Fest table on September 11th from 3-7 p.m., or a City table at 
the NOHOA new member event on Sunday, August 21st at the Golf Club. 

• Watson suggested we start publicizing any 2023 openings for Natural Resource Commission and 
Planning Commission early, to allow time for residents to think about applying. Representatives 
from Council and NRC participated in discussions with White Bear Township on securing and 
retaining joint powers agreement to continue water services ongoing into the future. 

• Hara mentioned there is a Phase 3 Lyme disease vaccine trials underway that could be 
promising.  

• Dujmovic noted there has been a positive impact with the 2 radar speed signs in the community. 
There were 63 traffic stops with 58 citations last month, many on Highway 96, as part of a 
statewide speed crackdown initiative.  

• Administrator Kress asked for feedback from Council on whether there is desire to make 
improvements to the Council Chambers as part of renewal of Lease contracts. It was suggested 
to possibly embrace photography of local artists. Options will be brought back to Council at the 
September meeting.  

 
The full meeting can be viewed HERE.  
 

https://ninenorth.org/your-city/north-oaks/


COMMUNITY 
 
Primary Election Results 
Thanks to all the residents who came out to vote in the Primary Election on Tuesday, August 9th.  On the 
ballot were candidates for the offices of: Governor & Lt. Governor, Congressional District #4, Attorney 
General, Secretary of State. The full election results can be found on the Minnesota Secretary of State 
website. 
 
Replacement Keys for Locking Mailboxes 
If you ordered a locking mailbox through the City and need replacement keys, or would like to order 
spare keys, these can be purchased through the mailbox company. For information on how to do so, 
visit Replacement Keys Archives - Mailboss. 
 
Historical City Eblast Communications 
Just a reminder that all former City of North Oaks Eblasts can be accessed at any time on the City 
Website under City Hall Weekly Town News. 
 
UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS 
Access to participate in public meetings via remote zoom is still available at this time. Final materials and 
links for meetings can be found on the City of North Oaks website no later than 72 hours prior to each 
meeting at http://www.northoaksmn.gov. Click on the calendar entry for each meeting to access 
agendas, links to view via Nine North, or to participate via zoom. 
 
The community may also watch via the City website or Cable Channel 16 for City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings. Minutes will be taken and published for Natural Resource Commission meetings, 
with a link to re-watch the meeting posted on the website calendar following each meeting. 
 

• Planning Commission – Thursday, August 25th at 7:00 p.m.  
• City Council Meeting – Thursday, September 8th at 7:00 p.m. 
• Natural Resources Commission – Monday, September 12th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
A complete list of options for participation and submitting comments can be found here. 
 
City of North Oaks—Office Hours 
Monday–Thursday: 9:00 – 4:00 p.m., Friday: 9:00 - 12 p.m. 
City Email:  northoaks@northoaksmn.gov, Phone: 651-792-7750 
 
For your convenience, permit and license applications and other business can be submitted to 
northoaks@northoaksmn.gov and processed remotely without the need to make a trip into the office. 
Contact the City with any questions. 
 
** Connect with us!  “Follow” the City of North Oaks Facebook page for the most current City updates.  
 

E-BLAST FOR THE CITY OF NORTH OAKS—8/26/2022                                       

 
IMPORTANT UPDATES 

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/election-results
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/election-results
https://www.mailboss.com/product-category/replacement-keys/
https://www.northoaksmn.gov/city-hall/pages/weekly-town-news-city-hall
http://www.northoaksmn.gov/
https://www.northoaksmn.gov/home/pages/agendas-minutes
mailto:northoaks@northoaksmn.gov
mailto:northoaks@northoaksmn.gov
https://www.facebook.com/cityofnorthoaks


 
Planning Commission Highlights: 
Highlights from the August 25, 2022 meeting include: 
• Conditional Use Permit application for garage in excess of 1,500 feet at 1 South Deep Lake Road was 

recommended for approval. This recommendation will be reviewed by City Council on September 
8th, 2022 at 7 p.m. meeting for final decision. 

 
To watch the full Planning Commission meeting, click HERE. 
 
Pleasant Lake Beach Closed Until Further Notice 
Pleasant Lake Beach is temporarily closed as water testing results by Ramsey County currently show 
elevated levels of E-Coli. The beach will be closed until results return to normal.  Elevated levels may be 
caused by water conditions, heat, rainstorms, and wildlife.  The Homeowners Association will advise 
residents when the beach reopens.  
 
COMMUNITY 
 
Minnesota State Fair – Park & Ride Locations 
The Great Minnesota Get Together is here! The State Fair will run Thursday, August 25-Monday, 
September 5. If you are planning to attend, check out the following website for to locate convenient 
Park & Ride locations close to the City of North Oaks: Free Park & Ride | Minnesota State Fair 
(mnstatefair.org) 
 
SAFETY 
 
What is a Solicitor? 
The community has experienced several reports of soliciting this week. A solicitor is an uninvited person 
in our private community putting materials on door knobs / mailboxes, or knocking on doors. This 
applies to both contractors soliciting business, as well as individuals promoting different social causes or 
political parties. Per City Ordinance 131, these individuals are trespassing in our community since they 
are not residents or invited guests. Doing work on a home nearby does not give permission for 
contractors to knock on neighbors’ doors.  To reach our residents, these materials must be sent through 
U.S. Mail system or advertised in the local paper. 
 
Report solicitors to Ramsey County via 911 or the non-emergency #651-291-1111. Please note the 
description of car, license plate, and description of persons if possible. 
 
Please note that candidates for local North Oaks office such as Mayor and City Council are residents of 
our community and therefore are not trespassing. Local candidates may drop information in newspaper 
slots on mailboxes, however we do ask they do NOT approach doorways.  
 
Candidate Information / Political Guidelines 
With the November election ballot for local North Oaks City offices set, candidates will be invited to 
record a 5 minute “Speak Out” presentation by NineNorth, and well as participate in the League of 
Women Voters candidate forum.  Residents are encouraged to submit questions for the candidates by 
Friday, September 9th.  The candidate forum will be conducted on Monday, September 12th at the 
NineNorth studio.  There will be no live audience.  Links to view these events will be published in the 
City eblast, website and Facebook page once they become available mid-September. 

https://webstreaming.ctv15.org/regionview.php?regionid=62
https://www.mnstatefair.org/transportation/free-park-and-ride/
https://www.mnstatefair.org/transportation/free-park-and-ride/
https://www.northoaksmn.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif5416/f/uploads/ordinance_131_revision_section_130.04_final_3.pdf
https://lwv-wbla.org/candidate-forums/


 
The North Oaks News or Shoreview Press may also have information on local candidates as the 
November election approaches.  Please note, although political signage is allowed via State Statute, 
communities with Homeowners Associations such as North Oaks may have deeds and covenants that 
are more restrictive.  NOHOA regulations allow only 1 real estate sign, with no political signage 
allowed.   Candidates are asked to put any physical political signage outside of the private roads in our 
North Oaks community.  
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
VLAWMO Good Neighbor Guide 
From the VLAWMO website:  
Have you ever thought, "There's probably a water friendly way to do this," but just couldn't recall what 
the details were?  You're not alone!  
 
From turf care to yard waste disposal to smart salting, there's a lot of details to remember to help do 
things in a water friendly way. That's why VLAWMO and the Watershed Action Volunteers are excited to 
present the Good Neighbor Guide - a one-stop-shop for all your watershed questions and a seasonal 
checklist to help cover the bases of watershed care. With a bit of practice and keeping it an active 
conversation with neighbors, the guide becomes a regular routine.  
 
These guidelines are helpful for our local lakes, streams, wetlands, groundwater, and wildlife, but 
they're also a neighborly gesture to human watershed dwellers, particularly those who live downstream. 
Find out more on how to expand the notion of a good neighbor and save a copy for reference at the 
following link: Good Neighbor Guide 
 
Disposing of Invasive species 
Invasive plants, such as garlic mustard and buckthorn, are accepted at Ramsey yard waste sites. Seeds 
from these plants are destroyed from the high heat either during the composting process or the burning 
of mulch for energy recovery. 
 
It is essential to remove any roots from the buckthorn plants that are to be picked up or brought to the 
yard waste site.  The Ramsey County yard waste collection sites do not accept buckthorn plants with 
roots attached. Please place the roots in a yard waste container provided by your garbage hauler. 
 
The nearest Ramsey County yard waste site is located the White Bear Township site located at 5900 
Sherwood Road.  Refer HERE for complete list of yard waste sites and hours, which may vary by season. 
 
REMINDERS – IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 
 
City of North Oaks Candidates for 2022 Election  
The following individuals have filed affidavits of candidacy for a City of North Oaks office for the General 
election November 4th (in alphabetical order) 
 
Mayor: 
Kara Ries  
Krista Wolter 
 

https://www.vlawmo.org/
https://www.vlawmo.org/files/6916/6016/6674/Good_Neighbor_Guide_-_Final_Aug_2022.pdf
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/recycling-waste/collection-sites/yard-waste


Council: 
Mark Azman 
Rich Dujmovic 
Grover Sayre  
John Schuman 
 
Applicants will be invited to participate in White Bear Lake League of Women’s Voter candidate forums. 
The candidate forums will be recorded, and viewing link posted the following day.   
 
Election Judges 
Serve the community and promote the democratic process! Election judges’ staff local polling places for 
the primary and general election as well as during early voting. You can earn money, meet your 
neighbors and help ensure that elections are administered in a fair manner. Refer to the Ramsey County 
Election Judge website for complete details and how to apply. 
 
Openings: North Oaks Planning Commission and Natural Resources Commission  
The City of North Oaks is now accepting applications for Planning Commission for 3-year terms to begin 
in January 2023. The Planning Commission is responsible for reviewing the City’s Comprehensive Plan, 
conditional use permits (CUP), variances and development related submissions. Upon review the 
commission makes recommendations to the City Council. The North Oaks Planning Commission meets 
the fourth Thursday of each month.  
 
The City of North Oaks is also accepting applications to the Natural Resources Commission. This body is 
advisory to the City Council and meets once a month on the second Monday of the month. The 
Commission evaluates Conservation Award applications along with developing and educating residents 
on best practices for the City’s natural resources.  
 
Residents interested in serving on either Commission should review the appointment policy and submit 
the Board Application form to City Administrator Kevin Kress at North Oaks City Hall, 100 Village Center 
Drive, Suite 230, North Oaks, MN 55127, or email it to kkress@northoaksmn.gov. Applications will be 
accepted until all positions are filled. Call City Hall at 651-792-7750 with any questions. 
 
COMMUNITY 
 
Farm Fest needs volunteers: There’s still time! 
Volunteers make Farm Fest happen. Help make this year’s event a great success by donating a little of 
your time supervising the kids’ games. Adults and teens are needed to oversee musical chairs, 
horseshoes, egg and spoon races, bingo, and a ping-pong game called Feed the Pigs: you’ll have as much 
fun as the kids! 
Sign up online at: signupgenius.com/go/10c0949ada62ea1fd0-farm1 or contact Gretchen Needham at 
gneedham@gmail.com. 
Thank you for participating! See you at Farm Fest on Sunday, September 11!  
 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
Reminder: Tick Survey is Ongoing 
Have you had encountered a tick recently, or been diagnosed with a tick-borne illness? Remember to 
report your experience via the Natural Resource Commission/Tick Task Force Survey.  

https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/elections-voting/election-judges
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/elections-voting/election-judges
https://www.northoaksmn.gov/commissions-committees/pages/board-and-commission-appointment-policy
https://www.northoaksmn.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif5416/f/uploads/board_commission_application_form.pdf
mailto:kkress@northoaksmn.gov
http://signupgenius.com/go/10c0949ada62ea1fd0-farm1
mailto:gneedham@gmail.com


The survey takes less than 5 minutes to complete, and answers are anonymous. Please take a minute to 
complete the survey, and update it in the future whenever a new incident occurs. North Oaks Natural 
Resources Commission & Tick Task Force Survey (surveymonkey.com) 
 
Historical City Eblast Communications 
Just a reminder that all former City of North Oaks Eblasts can be accessed at any time on the City 
Website under City Hall Weekly Town News. 
 
UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS 
Access to participate in public meetings via remote zoom is still available at this time. Final materials and 
links for meetings can be found on the City of North Oaks website no later than 72 hours prior to each 
meeting at http://www.northoaksmn.gov. Click on the calendar entry for each meeting to access 
agendas, links to view via Nine North, or to participate via zoom. 
 
The community may also watch via the City website or Cable Channel 16 for City Council and Planning 
Commission meetings. Minutes will be taken and published for Natural Resource Commission meetings, 
with a link to re-watch the meeting posted on the website calendar following each meeting. 
 

• City Council Meeting – Thursday, September 8th at 7:00 p.m. 
• Natural Resources Commission – Monday, September 12th at 6:00 p.m. 
• Planning Commission Meeting – Thursday, September 29th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
A complete list of options for participation and submitting comments can be found here. 
 
City of North Oaks—Office Hours 
Monday–Thursday: 9:00 – 4:00 p.m., Friday: 9:00 - 12 p.m. 
City Email:  northoaks@northoaksmn.gov 
Phone: 651-792-7750 
 
For your convenience, permit and license applications and other business can be submitted to 
northoaks@northoaksmn.gov and processed remotely without the need to make a trip into the office. 
Contact the City with any questions. 
 
** Connect with us!  “Follow” the City of North Oaks Facebook page for the most current City updates.  
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